Step Back in Time: Kennett Courthouse Square & Beyond

Heritage Homes Tour

The Tatum home is an American Foursquare built by Bernie Tatum to
replace the house originally constructed by his father, J.F. Tatum. The
older home, which partially burned, was moved to a lot behind the new
structure to make way for the new construction. In 1883, James Tatum
and his half-brother Luther founded Tatum Brothers, a store offering a
wide range of merchandise from clothing and boots to farm
implements. J.F. Tatum was known as “one of the shrewdest
businessmen in Dunklin County.” He was also a member of the Kennett

~ | school board and vice president of the Bank of Kennett. In 1877, he
marrled L|ll|e Bragg, one of the nine “Bragg girls” and daughter of Captain W.G. Bragg.

Bernie Tatum, born in 1893, worked with the Kennett office of the IRS and passed away at his home
in 1954,

J. F. Tatum
b.1850-d. 1909

Original J. F. Tatum home at 203 N. Jackson St. Tatum Block circa 1895, South side of the
After it burned, the current home was built.by his Kennett square.
son, Bernie.

Sources: History of Southeast Missouri, Robert Sidney Douglass, 1912; History of Dunklin County, Mo., Mary Smythe-Davis, 1895;
Dunklin County Historical Society; Dunklin Daily Democrat, Twice-A-Week Democrat. Sketches by KHS Art Club, 1982. Scan the QR code
for more information on Kennett’s history.
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